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“It’s always been a dream to have our own 
premises. Somewhere for us all to call home.”

For many years now, we have been searching for a premises to be a 
home for all things Mirabel; an office for our growing team, a drop in 
centre for Mirabel children, a place where kinship carers can visit us 
anytime, a training venue for volunteers and an events space for our 
activities and programs.

We are thrilled to have recently purchased a fantastic building in  
St Kilda that has character and heart. It will undergo renovations over 
the coming months to transform into Mirabel House; where programs 
will be developed, ideas will be realised and support will be provided. 
It will ensure that we can meet the unique needs of the next generation 
of Mirabel children and their carers. And most importantly, it gives us 
a secure place that we can all call home. It’s a wonderful milestone to 
celebrate in our twentieth year.

To mark our birthday, The Prince in St. Kilda are hosting a unique 
fundraiser for Mirabel on July 6. This is where it all began 20 years ago. 
We are incredibly grateful that the who’s who of the Melbourne music 
scene are again donating their time and giving it up for Mirabel.  
Tickets are on sale on our website. We’d love you to join the celebration.

Drug use in the community continues to devastate families and this  
year has seen eight new children referred to Mirabel each week.  
We’re currently supporting over 1,600 children, made possible by our 
generous supporters and donors.  We could not do it without you. 

As always, our heartfelt thanks for your support and I hope you’ll  
share the next part of our journey.

 
Jane Rowe 
Founder/CEO

Jai’s story
Jai was nine years old when he and his two 
little sisters went to live with his Nan. He 
remembers his Nan was crying that day.

Jai hadn’t been to school in a while. His Mum 
had been sick a lot and he wanted to be home 
to help. Then one day she left Jai in charge 
when she popped out to get some things from 
the shops, but never made it home. That was 
the last day he saw his Mum.

It was a few days later when Jai’s Nan 
dropped in to check on them. The school had 
phoned her because they were worried about 
Jai and couldn’t get in touch with his Mum.

She was shocked to find her grandchildren 
alone, hungry and waiting for mum to come 
home. She immediately took Jai and his sisters 
back to her house where she cooked them a  
big meal and made up some beds. They have 
lived there ever since.

Jai’s Nan has spent the last three years trying 
to help the children make sense of what has 
happened and come to terms with the grief of 
losing their Mum. She is constantly reassuring 
Jai that it is not his fault and finds it really helpful 
to talk to other grandparents who are raising 
their grandchildren and facing similar issues.

Jai is now 12 years old and in grade 5 at 
school. He had a lot of catching up to do with 
his learning but has come a long way with the 
help of his Nan and a special tutor. He enjoys 
going to Mirabel boys group where he has met 
other boys like himself and can talk openly 
about his Mum. When he grows up he wants 
to be a teacher so he can help people to learn 
and get a good job.



Our annual Victorian Ladies Lunch was 
a great success. We’d like to thank the 
organising committee, table captains, 
sponsors and guests for what was a 
fabulous afternoon and a valuable 
fundraiser for Mirabel. Thank you also 
to our Alumni members Troy and Ashlee 
(pictured here with Jane) who spoke 
about their experiences and the role 
Mirabel played in their lives.

One of our NSW children, Amy, has been 
producing amazing artwork. Amy’s 
chronic vision problems haven’t stopped 
her expressing her incredible talent. 
Mirabel is thrilled to help out with Amy’s 
art classes and her creations speak 
volumes about her dedication and talent.

Help support the Mirabel Foundation
Donate online at www.mirabelfoundation.org.au/donate
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Address:         Suburb:         P/code:     

Phone:         Email:     

All donations over $2 are tax deductible. 
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To Nat, Miranda, Rob, Julz and everyone at Mirabel.

I would like to say a massive thankyou for giving me a really  

 good childhood and giving me many experiences.

 Without Mirabel I wouldn’t have had all these oppo
rtunities to 

meet such amazing adults and to make such great long-term 

friends.

Growing up with just a nan wasn’t the easiest when all your  

 friends grew up with a mum and dad. I would never be  

 comfortable to tell them why I only lived with my nan. One of 

the first things you learn and understand at M
irabel is everyone  

  is in the same situation as you.

  Mirabel big days out have always been my favourite things   

 about holidays. Going out for the day to places you don’t 

usually get to go with some of your favourite people and just 

have fun.

I am forever grateful for all the birthday cards and gifts  

from you guys and taking us on such amazing camps.

 I am slowly becoming older and it’s almost my time up at 

Mirabel. Mirabel is my safe and happy place, you guys have 

done so much and has inspired me to one day be a  

  volunteer and help children just like me.

 I will always appreciate everything and never forget  

any of this.

Much love Sue and Stacey.


